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News & Information on Nuclear Weapons, Power, Waste & Nonviolent Resistance

by Molly Mechtenberg-Berrigan and John LaForge

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — Alliant Techsystems (ATK), an
Edina, Minnesota-based weapons manufacturer, reported a 32%
jump in first quarter earnings from the previous year. The war
against Iraq and the ongoing military campaign in Afghanistan
have helped pad ATK’s bank account. ATK is the largest supplier
of  munitions to the Pentagon, including large- and small-caliber
munitions employing depleted uranium penetrators and rocket
motors for missiles.

Alliant has supplied the Pentagon with millions of depleted
uranium shells, most of which were machined and assembled at
the Twin City Army Ammunition Plant in Arden Hills, Minnesota.
The DU penetrator inside the shells is composed of uranium-238,
a radioactive, alpha-emitting metallic toxic waste left over from
the uranium “enrichment” process. The inhalation or ingestion of
DU particles can lead to kidney problems, birth defects, cancers,
and other serious health problems.

In December 2003, ATK was awarded a $71.5 million
subcontract from Lockheed Martin to produce solid propulsion

Alliant Techsystems Profits Increase with War

“The Navy announced that it will shut down the Project ELF
submarine radio transmission facilities in northern Wisconsin
and Upper Michigan — the target of relentless opposition and
protests by environmental and anti-nuclear activists for decades.”

With this front-page lead the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
happily summed up 36 years of complex, far-reaching and
arduous work. From carpenters to ministers, city councilors to
U.S. Senators, jail-goers to federal judges, thousands of people
have worked to see the cancellation of this cold war relic, the
Navy’s submarine “bell ringer” for first-strike nuclear war.

Nukewatch produced a 4-page Special Report in September
announcing the news. And with this Pathfinder, we devote the
center section to news of a long-fought and hard-won campaign.

Matt Rothschild, editor of The Progressive, wrote on the
magazine’s website, “We owe everyone who engaged in the
protests at Project ELF a debt of gratitude for a job well done.”
Of course the Navy and its true believers accept the spin from
the Undersea Warfare Center that ELF is being replaced by Very
Low Frequency transmitters — in use now for 40 years. One
local bar and grill owner in Clam Lake told the Associated Press,
“I don’t want these damn, bleeding-heart, liberal tree-huggers
thinking that their protesting is what shut this down.”

We haven’t taken credit for the shutdown, only for keeping
a spotlight on one dangerous and illegal system that helped make
nuclear war possible. The protests, the local, state and Tribal
investigations, and our willingness to go to jail gave the Navy
dozens of reasons to shutdown ELF.

Using disciplined nonviolence, we built good relations with
the police even if they didn’t always appreciate our methods.
Ashland County Sheriff John Kovach, who once organized pro-
ELF counter demonstrations, and whose jail held scores of
resisters, told the Duluth News Tribune, “For the most part, I
didn’t think they were criminals. They were nice young people
who believed in this cause. We’ve never had any real violence
from these people, and I would say that’s a credit to them, but I
guess we look at (nuclear weapons) in a different way.”

Activists (right) tried all kinds of blockades in an effort to
confront “war business as usual” at the ELF sites. Top: A
tree planting in front of the gate. Middle: A snow bank.
Bottom: A sit-down blockade that concluded a 52-mile peace
walk.

Depleted uranium shells, some made by Alliant

systems for all three stages of the Navy’s Trident II /D5 flleet
ballistic missile. Each D5 missile can carry up to 14 independently
targetable, 475-kiloton thermonuclear warheads.

ATK is currently developing the XM-29, which it claims is a
lightweight assault rifle that allows soldiers to shoot around
corners. It has been the largest producer of CBU-87 cluster bombs.
The $2 billion company receives 75% of its revenue from the U.S.
government.

Alliant’s Uranium Pollution Exposed
In Touching Bases, the newsletter of the Military Toxics

Project, Dr. Christine Ziebold reports on Alliant Techsystem’s
depleted uranium pollution at the Twin Cities Army Ammunition
Plant (TCAAP) in Arden Hills, Minn. Ziebold found that the NRC
and the federal EPA have ignored staggering amounts of uranium
releases to the Metropolitan Sewer System, claiming that DU was
“not a contaminant of concern,” and that there was “no reason to
suspect a release of DU.” In fact, government reports show that
as much as 100 lbs.-per-year were disposed of in the sewer system,
and that thousands of pounds of solid DU waste were collected in
drums around the site, during at least ten years of 120mm and
30mm DU shell production. Alliant and its predecessor Honeywell
had a NRC license to possess up to 750,000 kilograms (1.6 million
lbs.) of DU at the site.

ACTION: Join AlliantACTION in their ninth year of vigiling
vigil at ATK headquarters, 5050 Lincoln Drive, (take the 5th St.
exit off Hwy 169) Edina, Minn. every Wednesday at 7 a.m.

Coalition Kept
Focus on ELF

Iraq’s Provisional
Government Seeks
 DU Cleanup;

 U.S. Denies Risks
The White House’s handpicked government in Iraq has surprisingly
asked the UN for help in cleaning up radioactive metallic uranium
dust spread across the country by U.S. and British forces during
their 1991 and 2003-04 bombardments, the Hartford, Connecticut,
Courant reports.

The Pentagon continues to insist that depleted uranium (DU)
contamination from exploded munitions does not pose a significant
health threat. Counterpunch magazine reports that the U.S. has
no plans to remove debris left from DU ammunition and refuses
to permit Iraq to import the cleanup equipment needed to
decontaminate target sites. Britain has provided the UN with
coordinates where its forces used DU in southern Iraq, but the
U.S. has not. The UN says it needs the maps for an effective
investigation.

Neither British nor U.S. authorities have offered to augment
the $4.7 million donated to the UN mainly by Japan to evaluate
the wartime DU contamination that health experts say threaten
the well-being of Iraqi civilians.

On October 19, Army Lt. Col. Mark Melanson said a five-
year, $6 million Pentagon study shows, “The chemical risks of
breathing in uranium dust are so low that it won’t cause any long-
term health risks,” even for the tank crew. Dr. Michael Kilpatrick,
of the military’s Deployment Health Support Directorate, summed
up the study results with straight-faced Pentagonese, telling the
New York Times, “This is a lethal but safe weapons system.”
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War Begins Here,
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Nonviolent direct action
 Monday, March 14, 2005

at 7:00 a.m.
Alliant Techsystems
Edina, Minn.

Midwest Catholic Worker retreat to precede action;

time and place t.b.a.

Contact Molly or Jerry at
(715) 472-8024 or

merryjolly@lakeland.ws


