By John LaForge

TheOct. 2001 blitzkrieg of U.S. bombsand missilesinto, and the
subsequent military occupation of, Afghanistan was the first
time the government has engaged in such amassive, unilateral,
undeclared war against another country and itsgovernment with-
out having first been attacked by that country. Indeed, the FBI
and the CIA have admitted that they found no evidence in Af-
ghanistan linking the Taliban to the Sept. 11 attacks.

The U.S. war on Afghanistan must not be forgotten or ig-
nored in the rush to attack Irag, Columbia, North Korea or the
Philippines. Asrecently asFeb. 12, 2003, U.S. warplanesbomb-
ing southern Afghanistan were reported to have killed 17 civil-
iansin Helmand Provincewhen Green Berets, in afirefight with
“rebels,” calledinjetsto bomb the area.

Investigations into alleged U.S. atrocities must be con-
ducted, and reparations for war damages along with compensa-
tion for asmany as 3,000 civilian deaths must be demanded. As
though it were possible to put a price tag on each innocent
victim, theNew York Timeseditoridized that, “ Afghan relief work-
erssuggest $10,000 per death.”

Thekilling of civiliansisadirect and inevitableresult of any
bombing raid, especially those conducted from the safety of
30,000 feet intheair. The papersreported Dec. 24, 2001, “ Ameri-
can bombs damaged residential areas, especidly early in the
war, killing and wounding an unknown number of civilians.” In
the Feb. 12 attack, Pentagon Spokesman Col. Roger King re-
ported no U.S. or coalition casualties.

The Pentagon’sDonald Rumsfeld said in July 2002, that the
country could “take comfort in the knowledge that thiswar has
seen fewer tragic losses of civilian life than perhaps any war in
modern history.” Hethen refused to provide even arough figure
of civilian deaths caused by the bombing, saying “it is exceed-
ingly difficulttoget ... anestimate.” The Timessaid July 8, 2002,
that such estimates “range from a few hundred to a few thou-
sand.”

Secretary Rumsfeld appeared to condone attacks on civil-
ians when he spoke March 13, 2002, about the 14 women and
childrenkilled March 6, near avillagein esstern Afghanistan. He
said that they wereinthewar zone, “ of their own freewill, know-
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“Does Tony Have Any | dea What the
Flies are Like That Feed Off the Dead?”

By Robert Fisk, Thelndependent, January 26, 2003

On the road to Basra, Independent TeleVision was filming
wild dogs asthey tore at the corpses of the Iragi dead. Every
few seconds a ravenous beast would rip off a decaying arm
and make off with it over the desert in front of us, dead fin-
gers trailing through the sand, the remains of the burned
military sleeveflapping inthewind.

“Just for the record,” the cameraman said to me. Of
course. Because ITV would never show such footage. The
things we see -- the filth and obscenity of corpses -- cannot
be shown. First becauseit isnot “ appropriate” to depict such
reality on breakfast-time TV. Second because, if what we saw
was shown on television, no one would ever again agree to
support awar.

That was1991. The“highway of death,” they called it--
there was a parallel and much worse “highway of death” 10
milesto the east, courtesy of the U.S. Air Force and the Royal
Air Force, but no oneturned up to film it -- and the only true
picture of the horrors we saw was the photograph of the
shriveled, carbonized Iragi soldier in histruck. Thiswas an
iconicillustration of akind becauseit did represent what we
had seen, when it was eventually published.

For Iragi casualties to appear on television during that
Gulf War -- there was another one between 1980 and 1988,
and athird isinthe offing -- it was necessary for them to have
died with care, to havefallen romantically on their backs, one
hand over aruined face. Likethose First World War paintings
of the British dead on the Somme, Iragis had to die benignly
and without obvious wounds, without any kind of squalor,
without a trace of shit or mucus or congealed blood, if they
wanted to make it on to the morning news programs.

| rage at thiscontrivance. At Qaain 1996, whenthelsraglis
had shelled L ebaneserefugeesat the UN compound for 17 min-
utes, killing 106 civilians, morethan half of them children, | came
across ayoung woman holding in her arms amiddle-aged man.
Hewas dead. “My father, my father,” shekept crying, cradling
hisface. One of hisarms and one of hislegswas missing -- the
Israglis used proximity shellswhich cause amputation wounds
-- but when that scene reached tel evision screensin Europe and
America, the camerawas close up onthegirl and the dead man’s
face. The amputations were not to be seen. The cause of death
had been erased in theinterests of good taste. It wasasif the old
man had died of tiredness, just turned his head upon his
daughter’s shoulder to die in peace.

Today, when | listen to the threats of George Bush against
Iraq and the shrill moralistic warnings of Tony Blair, | wonder
what they know of this terrible reality. Does George, who de-
clined to serve his county in Vietnam, have any ideawhat these
corpses smell like? Does Tony have the dightest conception of
what thefliesarelike, thebig bluebottlesthat feed on the dead of
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ing who they’re with and who they’re supporting and who
they’re encouraging and who they’re assisting.”

Military history tellsasanitized story. “ There snot thet image of
uncaring, rampant destruction,” RichardHallion, aU.S. air forcehis-
torian told the Times Dec. 24, 2001. “Wedidn't just drop bombs”
sad Capt. DaveMercer, commander of thearcraft carrier Enterprise
based Carrier Air Wing 8. “Wedwayshad apreciseaim point.”

Contrary to these glowing assessments, the bombing hasbeen
indiscriminate. The Timesreported July 21, 2002, “ The Pentagon’s
use of overwhdming force meant that even when truly military tar-
getswerelocated, civiliansweresometimeskilled.” And of U.S. mili-
tary commanders, the Times said, “ Often -- despite evidence onthe
ground -- they denied thet civilianswerekilled.”

Sounding enamored of the Pentagon’s new wegpons, a Times
reporter crooned, “ The ability to bomb targetswith precison could
be a potent weapon againg terrorist safe houses and command
centers hidden among schoals, hospitals and homes in crowded
urban areas, Pentagon planners said.”

In Afghanistan, according to the Pentagon, nearly 60% of the
14,000 missles, bombs and other ordnance were steered to their
targets by lasers or satdlites. Nevertheess, mechanica and human
errors caused these hugely expensive “ smart” machinesto kill and
maim hundredsand perhapsthousandsof civilians. “Innocent civil-
iansarekilled,” Mr. Rumsfeld said July 22, 2002. “ Thishasbeentrue
... and it remainstrue even in this age of advanced technology and
precision-guided munitions.”

“Not possible to distinguish men from
women or adults from children”

The Pathfinder condemned the U.S. attack on Afghanistan as
“illegd, immora, known in advance to be counter-productive and
evendf-destructive” Herewecompileashort list of reported bomb-
ingraidsthat could beconsidered crimesof war, because, 1) thelaws
of war apply even absent aforma declaration, and 2) the U.S. air
force'sown law manud forbidsettacksthat may harmcivilians,

Theair force's pamphlet, “Internationa Law: The Conduct of
Armed ConflictandAir Operations” bindingonal U.S. pilots, says,
“Those who plan or decide upon an attack must: ... Refrain from
deciding to launch any attack which may be expected to causeinci-
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the Middle East, and then come to settle on our faces and our
notepads?

Soldiersknow. | remember one British officer askingto use
the BBC's satellite phone just after the liberation of Kuwait in
1991. Hewastalking to hisfamily in England and | watched him
carefully. “I have seen some terrible things,” he said. And then
he broke down, weeping and shaking and holding the phone
dangling in his hand over the transmission set. Did his family
have the dightest ideawhat he was talking about? They would
not have understood by watching television.

Thus can we face the prospect of war. Our glorious, patri-
otic population -- albeit only about 20% in support of this par-
ticular Iragi folly -- has been protected from the redlities of vio-
lent death. But | am much struck by the number of lettersin my
postbag from veterans of the Second World War, men and women,
all against thisnew Iragi war, with aninalienable memory of torn
limbsand suffering.

| remember onceawounded manin Iran, apieceof steel in
hisforehead, howling likean animal -- whichis, of course, what
weall are -- before he died; and the Palestinian boy who smply
collapsed in front of me when an Isradli soldier shot him dead,
quite ddliberately, coldly, murderoudy, for throwing astone; and
thelsragli with achair leg sticking out of her ssomach outsidethe
Sbarro pizzeriain Jerusalem after aPal estinian bomber had de-
cided to execute the familiesinside; and the heaps of Iragi dead
at the Battle of Dezful in the Iran-Irag war -- the stench of their
bodies wafted through our helicopter until the mullahs aboard
were sickened; and the young man showing me the thick black
trail of hisdaughter’ sblood outsideAlgierswherearmed “Idam-
ists’ had cut her throat.

But George Bush and Tony Blair and Dick Cheney and Jack
Straw and dl the other little warriors who are bamboozling us
intowar will not haveto think of thesevileimages. For themit's
about surgical strikes, collateral damage and al the other ex-
amplesof war’slinguistic mendacity. Wearegoing to haveajust
war; wearegoing to liberate the people of Iraq -- some of whom
wewill obvioudy kill -- and wearegoing to givethem democracy
and protect their oil wealth and stagewar crimestriadlsandweare
going to be ever so moral, and we are going to watch our de-
fense “experts’ on TV with their bloodless sandpits and their
awesome knowledge of weaponswhich rip off heads.

Cometothink of it, | recall thehead of an Albanian refugee,
chopped neatly off when the Americans, ever so accidentaly,
bombed arefugee convoy in Kasovo in 1999 which they thought
wasaSerb military unit. Hishead lay inthelong grass, bearded,
eyesopen, severed asif by aTudor executioner. Months later, |
learned his name and talked to the girl who was hit by the sev-
ered head during the U.S. air strike and who laid the head rever-
ently in the grass where | found it. NATO, of course, did not
apologize to the family. Nor to the girl. No one says sorry after
war. No one acknowledges the truth of it. No one shows you
what we see. Which is how our leaders and our betters persuade
us-- dill --togotowar.
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dentd lossof civilian life, injury to civilians, damageto civilian
objects, or acombination thereof, which would be excessivein
relationto the concreteand direct military advantage anticipated.”

Wasthe 2001 bombing of Afghanistan “excessive” inrda
tion to military advantage? An answer was given by the skipper
of aU.S. aircraft carrier. Only two daysafter thebombing started,
The New York Timesran this headline, “ Aboard the Enterprise,
Pilots Are Running Out of Targets to Drop Bombs On.” The
ship’'scommander said, “| don’t quite know how to put this, but
we're dmost running out of targets.” These are a few of the
excesses that followed:

S. Paul Pioneer Press& New York Times, Oct. 15, 2001

£ The Tdiban dlowed internationd journdists into the village of
Karam in eastern Afghanistan and daimed that aU.S. attack there
Oct. 11 killeddmost 200 people.

New York Times, Oct. 28, 2001
£ U.S. bombssmashed aUN center for land mineremova Oct. 25,

killingfour people.

New York Times, Oct. 28, 2001

£ U.S. warplanesdropped eight 2,000 pound laser-guided bombson
aRed Crosscomplex in Kabul for asecondtime. It wasbombed the
firgttimeOct. 16.

New York Times, Dec. 21, 2001; Washington Post, duly 3, 2002

£ U.S warplanesatacked aconvoy carryingtribal e derstoinaugu-
ral ceremoniesin Kabul killing & least 65 people. “The survivors
scrambled up ahill, toward thevillagesof Asmani and Pokharal, and
the planes, circling back, struck both villages, destroying about 20
homes.”

London Weekly Tdegraph, & New York Times, Jan. 2, 2002

£ Morethan 100 peopleind uding many women and children were
killed by adevastating predawn bombardment Dec. 29, 2001, of the
villageof QaayeNiaz, north of thecity of Gardezin PaktiaProvince.
A U.S. jet fighter, a B-52 and two helicopters staged the attack that
villager Janet Gul told Reuterskilled 24 membersof hisfamily.

New York Times, Feb. 12, 2002

£ Three peasants scrounging for scrap metd werekilled by aCIA
“drone’ attack near Zhawar Kili in eastern Afghanistan. Pentagon
officids denied the drone killed peasants and called the strike “ gp-
propricte.”

Milwaukee Journal Sentindl, July 3, & New York Times, Feb. 23& 27,2002
£ U.S. troopskilled 16 peopleand captured 27 on Jan. 24, 2002, none
of whom turned out to be Al Qaeda or Tdiban. Some of the dead
Afghans were found bound in plastic handcuffs, raising questions
about the fighters' having been executed while in custody. Afghan
survivors said the U.S. troops punched, kicked and beet them, tied
their handsand feet, and blindfol ded and hooded them beforelead-
ing them away to hdlicopters.

New York Times, duly 8, & Sept. 7, 2002

£ After U.S. AC-130gunshipsbombed four villagesand an engage-
ment party July 1in Kakrak, the Timesreported, “ Around her inthe
orchard, therewas unspeskablegore. A woman'storso had landedin
oneof thesmall dmond trees. Human flesh wastill hanging onthe
tree five days after the attack, and more putrefying remains were
tangledinthebranchesof apomegranatetree.” Of onewholefamily
of 25 people, not asinglepersonwasleft dive. ThePentagon claimed
that theAC-130 gunship attacked “ after taking firefrom anti-aircraft
batteries” However, Pentagon investigators admitted that when
ground troops arrived on the scene two hours after the attack, they
found “no signsof anti-aircraft wegpons or even spent cartridges or
shell casings.” Their report says curtly about the assault, “ Unfortu-
nately, it is dso not possible to distinguish men from women or
adultsfromchildren.”

New York Times, Oct. 9, 2002

£ Cluster bombs dropped by U.S. warplanes last fall killed at
least 73 civiliansinthevillage of DahWairan, in Kuduz Province
in northern Afghani stan, according to Maldud Malimi, supervi-
sor of mineremoval for the Halo Trust, a British nonprofit aid
organization. Two of the dead were Maimi’scolleaguesinmine

sweeping.

Minneapolis Sar Tribune, Nov. 8, New York Times, Nov. 6, 2002

£ A Hédllfiremissilefired Nov. 4 from aremote-controlled CIA
Predator aircraft, covertly operated from hundreds of milesaway,
nated six suspected Al Qaedamembersin Yemen, includ-
ing Ahmed Hijazi, aU.S. citizen. Assassination is banned by a
Presidential Executive Order, which the White House says does
not apply to known Al Qaeda agents or in this case to suspects.
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