Depleted Uranium Spiked With Plutonium, Etc.

Thefission products bel ow—created inside nuclear reactors—are now known to be mixed with the
uranium-238 used in depl eted uranium munitions. Three hundred and twenty tonsof DU wereshot intolraq
and Kuwait in the 1991 bombardment; threetonsinto Bosniain 1995; and 10 tonsinto Kosovo in 1999. Of
theroughly 720,000 tonsof DU availableto U.S. weapons merchants, some 250,000 tonsisnow knownto
be spiked with these and other extremely radioactive, toxic and long-lived isotopes.

| SOTOPE RADI OACTI VE RADI ATl ON CRI Tl CAL SPECI AL
HALF- LI FE EM TTED ORGANS CHARACTERI STI CS
Americium-241| 432.2 years alpha& gamma | bone& lung Created only in reactors
where uraniumisbom-
barded with neutrons
Americium-243|  7,370years apha& gamma | bone& lung Created only in reactors,
decays to the more
radioactive Pu-239
Neptunium-237| 2.14millionyears | apha& gamma bone surface Created only in reactors
Neptunium-239,  2.35 days beta& gamma | [iver,intestines kid- | Created only in reactors;

ney, spleen, brain

decaysto Pu-239

Uranium-236 24 millionyears apha& gamma | kidneys,lung, liver | Created only in reactors
Uranium-238 4.5hillion yrs apha kidneys, lung, liver | Created only in reactors
Plutonium-239 | 24,110yrs apha lymph, liver,lung, | Created only in reactors;
(Pu-239) gonads & bone 200,000timesmoreradio-
active than uranium-238
Plutonium-238 | 88yrs apha lymph, liver, lung, Created only in reactors;
(Pu-238) gonads & bone 300timesasradioactive

asPu-239
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